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 Challenges Facing Student Parents

One in four postsecondary students in the U.S. are also parents.1  Student parents work hard to balance 
school, work, and child care responsibilities. Unfortunately, today’s student parents face additional 
challenges, including above average unemployment rates, stagnant wages, and rising tuition and child care 
costs. For example, the cost of child care and education has grown from two percent of the total cost of  
raising a child in 1960 to 18 percent of the cost in 2013. For the 25 percent of student-parents that live       
below the poverty line, these increasing costs make it hard to pursue and complete a postsecondary 
degree.

Given high tuition and child care costs, it is perhaps no surprise that about 40 percent of student parents also 
work full-time jobs, and are more likely to take evening classes than their childless peers. Student parents 
with more than one child face additional challenges – an additional infant or toddler reduces the probability 
of degree completion by close to 50 percent, compared to one’s childless peers. And student parents who do 
manage to complete their Bachelor’s degree end up with 25 percent more student debt than non-parents. 

Nonetheless, parents who complete a postsecondary degree are likely to gain employment options and see 
increased wages over their lifetimes. Increasingly, having a postsecondary degree is becoming a necessity for 
economic security; by 2020, 65 percent of jobs will require postsecondary education. Investing in the child 
care needs of young parents is a smart move to support the economies of young families and the nation’s 
economy as a whole.

 The Need for Affordable Campus-Based Child Care

• The cost of infant care is higher than tuition at most public colleges,2 ranging from $4,515 per year
in Tennessee to $12,320 per year in Massachusetts. Without support, the combined costs of child care
and tuition meant that a postsecondary degree may be out of reach for low-income parents.

• A recent survey found that the average child care center at universities across the country has a  waiting list
85 percent as large as its total capacity. Campus-based child care programs need to be expanded to meet
current demand.

• Student parents spend one third less time on their studies than their peers. Access to affordable cam-
pus-based child care can help parents spend more time on their education.

• Many student parents work in low-wage jobs where they struggle with unpredictable and unstable work
schedules. Having access to reliable and affordable child care on campus can go a long way toward helping
these students balance their education and work commitments.

The CCAMPIS Program: Opportunities and Shortfalls

The Child Care Access Means Parents in School (CCAMPIS) program provides funding for 
campus-based programs that provide subsidized child care to low-income students (determined by Pell Grant 
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eligibility). Students may also be required to maintain a minimum course load and/or good academic standing 
to receive child care subsidies.3 The CCAMPIS program has proven positive results. In 2002-2004, recipients 
of CCAMPIS funds had an average 65 percent retention rate,4  compared to an average overall retention rate 
of approximately 50 percent for student parents during a similar time period.5 

However, funding for the CCAMPIS program has been cut in recent years – from $25 million in 2001 down 
to $15 million in 2014, reducing the number of schools served and the average grant size. And the current     
program does not come close to meeting existing need. Only 86 schools received CCAMPIS funding last 
year,6  leaving American schools are short almost 1 million child care spaces.7 

Recommendations to Bolster CCAMPIS

Restore and Expand Funding for CCAMPIS

• At a minimum, Congress should restore CCAMPIS to its pre-recession funding of $25 million. This would 
help nearly 5,000 more student parents.8 

• However, to fully meet demand for the program, Congress should increase funding for CCAMPIS to
$500 million. Doing so would provide child care to all of the roughly 250,000 student parents living 
below the poverty line. Congress could do this by making CCAMPIS a matching grant program, with
$250 million in funding from the federal government and $250 million from states and institutions.

• In short, for the cost of less than four next-gen fighter jets (the F-35 is projected at $136 million each
– we will build nearly 2,500 of them),9  we could pay for every low-income student parent to have 
campus-based child care. 

Make CCAMPIS a Matching Grant Program

• One way to meet funding needs for the program is to make CCAMPIS a matching grant program, with
investments from the federal government, state governments, and institutions. By making states and
institutions match the funding they get from the federal government, everyone has a greater stake in the
outcomes of this program.

Establish Institutional Accountability Measures

• To further incentivize schools to invest in student parent outcomes, Congress should require schools
receiving CCAMPIS funding to attain at least a 50 percent retention rate among their CCAMPIS
recipients.

• Requiring a 50 percent retention rate would remove the bottom 20 percent of institutions, raising the
average retention rate to over 80 percent and completion rate to over 35 percent.

• Without requiring a 50 percent retention rate, institutions that fail to invest in students would unfairly
receive funding. The bottom 20 percent of CCAMPIS recipients only had a 19 percent graduation rate for
student parents.

For more on the economic challenges facing young parents, read Young Invincibles’ report, Finding Time: 
Millennial Parents, Poverty and Rising Costs, available at: http://younginvincibles.org/finding-time-mill-parents 



Mom and Dad Go to Class: Proposals for Expanding Campus-Based Child Care

YoungInvincibles.org | Twitter: @YoungInvincible | Facebook.com/together.invincible

1 Unless otherwise cited, all facts in this paper can be found in: Konrad Mugglestone, Finding Time: Millennial Parents, Poverty, 
and Rising Costs (Washington, DC: Young Invincibles, 2015), accessed July 28, 2105, http://younginvincibles.org/wp-content/
uploads/2015/04/Finding-Time-Apr29.2015-Final.pdf.

2 Parents and the High Cost of Child Care 2014 Report (Arlington, VA: ChildCare Aware of America, 2014), 1, accessed August 
4, 2015, http://www.usa.childcareaware.org/advocacy/reports-research/costofcare/.

3 See, e.g., “Child Care Access Means Parents in School (CCAMPIS) Grant,” Red Rocks Community College, accessed August 5, 
2015, http://www.rrcc.edu/child-care/CCAMPIS; “CCAMPIS Program,” Daytona State College, accessed August 5, 2015, https://
www.daytonastate.edu/dass/ccampis.html.

4 Mugglestone, Finding Time, 13.

5 Mark Huelsman and Jennifer Engle, Student Parents and Financial Aid (Washington DC: Institute for Women’s Policy Research 
(IWPR), 2013), 4, accessed August 5, 2015, 
http://www.iwpr.org/publications/pubs/student-parents-and-financial-aid/at_  download/file.

6 Mugglestone, Finding Time, 13.

7 Kevin Miller, Barbara Gault and Abby Thorman, Improving Child Care Access to Promote Postsecondary Success Among 
Low-Income Parents (Washington, DC: IWPR, 2011), 22, accessed August 5, 2015, 
http://www.iwpr.org/publications/pubs/improving-child-care-access-to-promote-postsecondary-success-among-low-income-
parents.
 Mugglestone, Finding Time, 13-14.

8 Government Accountability Office, F-35 Joint Strike Fighter: Assessment Needed to Address Affordability Challenges (Wash-
ington, DC: 2015), 5, accessed August 5, 2015, http://www.gao.gov/assets/670/669619.pdf.

9 Young Invincibles’ analysis of past CCAMPIS program performance data available at: http://www2.ed.gov/programs/campisp/
performance.html.    


