
Economic  Benefits  of  Higher  Education  

At a time when higher education has become more crucial than ever for securing a 
high quality job, it has become increasingly out-of-reach, especially for people from 
low and moderate income families. We must swiftly change course -- Illinois’ economy 
will not grow unless we develop a workforce capable of meeting employers’ needs.
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FUND OUR FUTURE: Prioritize Higher 
Education Access & Accountability 

By 2020, 65% of jobs will require some postsecondary education and training. (1) 
College graduates with a bachelor’s degree earn roughly $1 million more over their lifetime than 
someone without a postsecondary degree, generating more taxable income.  (2) 
Beyond generating more taxable income from individuals, higher education systems generate 
regional economic activity. Western Illinois University for example has an economic impact of 
$473 million a year in a 16 county region. (3) 
The state makes back any money spent on higher education, with the public return in higher 
education being nearly 16%. (4) 

Affordability  in  Illinois  

Illinois has the fifth highest tuition at four-year public colleges in the country and it has increased 
by 57% since the recession. Tuition at two year colleges has jumped by 25%. (5) 
Tuition is increasingly falling on students and their families’ shoulders - almost half of tuition is 
borne by the student. (6) 
Monetary Award Program (MAP) grants have shrunk. In 2002, they covered 100% of tuition and 
fees at community colleges and public universities. In 2016, they cover 47% of costs at 
community colleges and 32% of costs at public universities. (7) 

State  of  Distress

Funding instability and cuts have prompted massive layoffs. In the last year, Eastern Illinois 
University is down 487 positions, (8) Chicago State University’s staff shrunk by 40%, and 
Governors State University closed two business centers that created thousands of jobs (9). 
Systems serving students with the fewest resources are the hardest hit. 
Student confidence has fallen. Eight students leave for an out-of-state public college for every 
out-of-state student that comes to Illinois. (10) Enrollment is down significantly from the year 
before at Chicago State University (32%), Eastern Illinois University (25%), and Southern Illinois 
University (24%). (11) 

Fund  Our  Future:  Solutions  for  Affordable,  Accountable  Institutions

Higher education is only 3% of the state’s budget -- one third of the national average. Illinois 
must prioritize this critical institution, by passing a full year budget at FY15 levels, inclusive of the 
Monetary Award Program. 
We should provide our students and parents access to longitudinal data that allows informed 
decision-making on career and college options and increased transparency on higher 
education institutions’ performance. We should provide reports and online tools with 
information on tuition, other college costs, student loan default and repayment rates, degree 
completions rates, and job placement standards, building on a framework created by the State 
Higher Education Executive Officers Association. 



Citations 

1. Carnevale, Anthony, Nicole Smith, and Jeff Strohl. “Recovery: Job Growth and Education Requirements 
Through 2020, Report”, Center on Education and the Workforce, Georgetown University, 
https://cew.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Recovery2020.ES_.Web_.pdf 
2. “College Affordability and Completion: Ensuring a Pathway to Opportunity”, Report, U.S. Department of 
Education, Accessed November 15, 2016, http://www.ed.gov/college 
3. “Western's Economic Impact on West Central Illinois Tops $473 Million”, Office of University Relations, 
Western Illinois University, May 9, 2016, 
http://www.wiu.edu/news/newsrelease.php?release_id=13644 
4. “Education at a Glance: 2011”, Report, OECD Publishing, Accessed November 10, 2016, 
http://www.oecd.org/education/skills-beyond-school/48631582.pdf 
5. “2016 State Report Cards”, Young Invincibles, January 2016, http://younginvincibles.org/wp- 
content/uploads/2016/01/YI-State-Report-Cards-2016.pdf 
6. IBID 
7. “Basic ISAC Program Data”, Illinois Student Assistance Commission, February 2016, 
https://www.isac.org/e-library/research-policy-analysis/program- 
data/documents/2015_Basic_Program_Data.pdf 
8. Jamon, Jarod, “Eastern Illinois University Continues to Shed Jobs”, Herald & Review, October 12, 2016, 
http://herald-review.com/news/local/education/eastern-illinois-university-continues-to-shed- 
jobs/article_6ab86223-f5d1-5d39-aa37-3fed6c6ef202.html 
9. Cohen, Jodi, “Chicago State University Layoffs Come at a Cost”, Chicago Tribune, August 2, 2016, 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-chicago-state-layoffs-cost-20160802-story.html and Slowik, Ted, 
“State undermines its future by shortchanging higher education funding”, Chicago Tribune, September 30, 
2016, http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/daily-southtown/opinion/ct-sta-slowik-higher-ed-st-1002- 
20160930-story.html 
10. Strayer, Nick, “The Great Out of State Migration: Where Students Go”, New York Times, August 26, 2016, 
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/08/26/us/college-student-migration.html 
11. State undermines its future by shortchanging higher education funding”, Chicago Tribune, September 30, 
2016,  http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/daily-southtown/opinion/ct-sta-slowik-higher-ed-st-1002- 
20160930-story.html 
12.  “2016 State Report Cards”, Young Invincibles, January 2016, http://younginvincibles.org/wp- 
content/uploads/2016/01/YI-State-Report-Cards-2016.pdf 
13. Tania Garcia and Hans Peter L’Orange, “Strong Foundations: The State of Post Secondary Data 
Systems”, State Higher Education Executive Officers Association, November 2012, 
http://www.sheeo.org/sites/default/files/publications/20130107%20StrongFoundationsUpdate_Finalc.pdf 

For more information, please visit younginvincibles.org/fundourfuture


