
 

The Honorable Joe Donnelly 
Senator from Indiana 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Todd Young 
Senator from Indiana 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

 
Dear Senators Young and Donnelly,  
 
I knew I wanted to pursue a business degree when I was applying to universities in 2013. I 
looked on websites like US News & World Report and Bloomberg to compare the rankings of 
programs I was interested in with whatever information was available at the time. The most 
competitive programs were similar in terms of basic rankings, graduation rates, and tuition, so it 
wasn’t easy to differentiate the data available to guide my decision. I ultimately chose to attend 
the Kelley School of Business at Indiana University based on their willingness and ability to 
provide me pertinent information about salary statistics, internal demographics of the business 
school compared to other programs at the University, student-teacher ratios, and the companies 
where seniors accepted job offers. I was lucky; most students lack this level of information when 
deciding where to make the one of the biggest financial investment of their lifetimes.  
 
We live in a world immersed in data. Every day, systems collect data about the weather, traffic, 
and our television viewing habits. Similarly, there is a lot of data about higher education and the 
workforce: student loan information is housed at the National Student Loan Data System; salary 
statistics are owned by the IRS and Social Security Administration; internal demographics and 
completion rates of majors and degree programs are available, though they vary institution to 
institution. But our existing higher education data systems keep these data separate, they aren’t 
standardized, don’t talk to each other, and aren’t analyzed to the benefit of students. In fact, it is 
currently illegal for them to do any of these things. 
 
For the last ten years, the Student Unit Record Ban, a provision prohibiting a student level data 
network written into the 2008 reauthorization of the Higher Education Act, has ensured that the 
data students want and need to guide their college investment choices live in silos. The current 
system forces consumers to take chances and chase assumptions based on public information 
and robs students, families, schools, and even the Department of Education itself of the 
opportunity to evaluate programs and schools side by side to anticipate success in graduation, 
employment, and loan repayment, for any given student.  
 
Prospective and current college students have a right to transparent outcomes data to inform 
decisions about where they go to school, what to study, and how to pay for their educations. 
Two clear legislative opportunities exist right now to finally put higher education information in 
the hands of two of the biggest blocks of consumers in the country: students and student 
borrowers. The first, is the reauthorization of the Higher Education Act. After ten years of 
waiting, an economic recession, and the coming of age of an entire generation, Congress now 
has an opportunity to finally reform our higher education system with a true focus on students, 



starting with eliminating the Student Unit Record Ban and creating a student level data network. 
And Congress has drafted legislative text to make this happen: last fall, the College 
Transparency Act (CTA), a bipartisan, bicameral bill was introduced in Congress to allow 
existing data at institutions, the IRS, the Department of Education, and more, to securely talk to 
each other and benefit of students. Whether adopted as a standalone bill, or incorporated into a 
future HEA reauthorization bill, the CTA would end the student unit record ban and provide a 
clear roadmap for creation of a student level data network.  
 
Eliminating the Student Unit Record Ban and creating a transparent information system at the 
student level would be revolutionary for future students in Indiana and around the country. 
Student-centric HEA reform that incorporates the College Transparency Act, would have a 
particularly significant impact on students who receive Pell Grants, addressing many of the 
information gap issues that increase inequality in higher education. Access to graduation, 
employment, and loan repayment data for Pell students would enable families and students to 
see which institutions successfully serve students like themselves and get a clear picture of their 
path to success. It would also allow stakeholders at the institutional, state, and federal levels to 
devise and implement interventions to help the most at-need students stay in school and 
complete their degrees. Pell grants, scholarships, and state aid should be used as efficiently as 
possible to promote  retention, graduation, and workforce success. Data reform, therefore, is an 
equity and economic development issue and crucial to the success of Pell Grant recipients.  
 
As Student Body President, it has been my responsibility to advocate in the interest of the 
nearly 50,000 undergraduate and graduate students on the Indiana University Bloomington 
campus. That is why the Indiana University Student Association supports the College 
Transparency Act and a strong, student focused Higher Education Act reauthorization that 
prioritizes data transparency. Postsecondary data reform would open doors for so many 
students eager to go to college, it would attract and empower the next generation of Hoosiers 
who would be able to make better, more informed decisions about college and have a better 
understanding of the value of the programs they commit to. Students need and deserve more 
accurate, accessible, and comprehensive information regarding one of the most important 
decisions of their lives.  
 
Senators Young and Donnelly, I hope you will support the College Transparency Act and 
demand a strong, student focused, Higher Education Act reauthorization bill that closes the data 
gap for Indiana’s students. Our future and our economy depends on you and your colleagues in 
Washington empowering young people to make informed decisions about their educations. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Daniel Niersbach 
Student Body President, 2017-2018 
Indiana University Student Association  


